design meaningful experiments towards preventing the brain damage which arises from such conditions as cerebral thrombosis, cardiac arrest and drowning, for example.
Dr Siesjo writes as the director of a very productive research department and has an extraordinary understanding of experimental method. Thus, for every technique he describes in this book, he lists the important assumptions, and uses his list to guide him through the dangerous jungle, which represents experiments on living brain. He even has the ability to view his own experiments critically. This attitude has produced an excellent book. In its depth of understanding and comprehensiveness, it can be recommended for purchase by neurobiologists, neurologists, neuropathologists and anaesthetists. It is a valuable contribution to the literature by a distinguished research worker.
HAROLD HILLMAN

Reader in Physiology Uniiersity of Surrey
Achalasia of the Cardia. H R S Harley pp 174 £10 Bristol: John Wright 1978 This is a deceptively small book of 165 pages and 500 words per page, packed with information collected from nearly 300 references. The exhaustive review of the literature contains a detailed consideration of diagnostic procedures, management methods and complications, largely about achalasia, but including diffuse spasm, presbyoesophagus, reflux oesophagi tis and progressive systemic sclerosis. The monograph is built around an analysis of the case records of 75 patients and is well illustrated with 80 good Xvrays, and usefully indexed. Although the author is a surgeon and recommends surgical treatment, the book will be equally appreciated by physicians and surgeons who will find it an excellent compendium. Neurotransmission and behaviour is the general theme of many of the essays in volume 2 of this already successful series. The general principles and perspectives of behavioural neurochemistry are discussed in the introductory chapter. Another review deals with the mode of physiological action of indolamines and other hallucinogens. Complementing this is a chapter on the role of brain amines in mental illness. These are critical reviews of particular value to the clinician who wishes to be aware of progress in biochemical psychiatry. Other chapters are on more basic topics: perfusion of the isolated brain, cyclic nucleotides and postsynaptic events and retinal transmitters. This volume can, therefore, be recommended as a reasonably priced, readable and coherent collection of essays on an important topic.
A N DAVISON
Professor
Institute of Neuroloqy
Surgery of the Alimentary Tract, vol. I: The Esophagus. R T Shackelford 2nd edn. pp 1034 £28 Eastbourne: Holt-Saunders 1978 The first edition' of this series was published in 1955. In his preface, Dr Shackelford states that he was invited to revise these volumes in 1967. He writes: 'I thought the revision would require only up-dating the tear sheets of the first edition or replacing those that were obsolete with descriptions of new developments. It appeared that the revision could be completed within, about two years. This was obviously a gross miscalculation. It is now eight years later and only the first of the four volumes . the Esophagus has been completed.' I have nothing but the highest praise for this excellent book which deals with all the surgical aspects related to the oesophagus.
It is long (over 1000 pages), contains hundreds of well-drawn illustrations which aptly illuminate the text and there are 125 pages of references. Emphasis is placed on the following subjects: abnormalities; oesophageal fistulas; hiatal
